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The Early Days

ith the approach of the Aus-
\N) tralian Bicentennial and a
growing feeling of inde-

pendence among its members, the
Australian Branch of the Royal Mete-
orological Society began to consider
the possibility of restructuring to form
an independent Australian society in
1985. A Restructuring Committee was
formed, convened by Dr Peter Baines,
and much background research was
carried out on the establishment and
rules of other national meteorological
and oceanographic societies, including
those in England, the United States,
Canada and Japan. The Canadian
society was considered an appropriate
example, as it had been established in
1967 from the Canadian Branch of the
RMS.

The main reasons for the restructuring
were independence, financial advan-
tages since no fees would be paid to

the RMS, and the possibility for a
greater emphasis on oceanography. It
was decided to plan to establish an
incorporated association with draft
Rules prepared early in 1986 and cir-
culated to all members.

The 1986 Annual General
Meeting

The restructuring was the main item
for discussion at the Branch AGM in
April 1986. The meeting included
presentations from a cross-section of
members of the meteorological and
oceanographic community, followed
by discussion. There was general sup-
port for the establishment of an inde-
pendent Australian society, but with
some differences of opinion on details.
These included whether the title of the
new society should inciude the words
"Royal" (most opposed this), or
"Oceanographic" (mostin favour), and
whether there should be a professional
membership category (most in favour).

Results from the referendum on the proposed restructuring

Q1. In favour of the restructuring, Yes: 87%
No: 12%
Q2. Name of the Society. AMOS: 77%
MOSA: 16%
Other: 6%
Q3. Petition for inclusion of "Royal". Yes: 39%
No: 59%
Q4. Membership categories.
There was more than 85% support for all Yes: 80%
membership categories except that for profes-  No: 17%
sional member, with the following results,
Q5. Name for professional membership category. Fellow: 65%
Professional
membez: 27%
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The name for the professional mem-
bership category attracted the most
discussion. At the end of the meeting,
it was agreed that some changes would
be made to the proposed rules, that
further comments on the restructuring
would be invited through the newslet-
ter and that a referendum on restruc-
turing would be held later in the year.

‘The Referendum

In November 1986, a referendum on
the proposedrestructuring was distrib-
uted to all members with the revised
Rules proposed for the new society.
The returns were counted in February
1987 by two scrutineers, Peter Price
and Neil Streten. There was a remark-
ably good responseto this referendum,
with 207 returns, more than 50% of
the RMSAB members. A summary of
the questions and responses is given in
the table below.

In order to determine members’ inter-
est in retaining links with the RMS,
two questions on this were included
in the referendum. Thirty-five percent
indicated that they would continue
their membership of the RMS after the
establishment of an independent Aus-
tralian society, while 49% said they
would subscribe to RMS journals if
member rates could be arranged for
members of the new Australian soci-
ety.

Establishment of AMOS

The Australian Meteorological and
Oceanographic Society was formally
established as an unincorporated asso-
ciation at the RMSAB Committee
meeting in April 1987. The first mem-
bers were the fifteen members of the



&

RMSAB Committee and the Restruc-
turing Committee at the time. This was
carried out so that the AMOS could
become an incorporated association
before membership was opened up to
all RMSAB members. The application
for incorporation was formally ap-
proved in August 1987,

The 1987 AGM

The following formal motion was put
to the meeting.

“It is hereby resolved that

(i} applications for membership of the
newly formed Australian Meteo-
rological and Oceanographic
Society (AMOS) be sent to Fel-
lows and members of the
RMSARB in September 1987, with
subscription notices,

{i) the RMSAB become a Special In-
terest Group of the AMOS after
I January 1988, and

{ii) assets and liabilities of the RMSAB
be transferred to the AMOS as
of 1 January 1988"

Dr Mike Coughlan noted that point (ii}
of the motion was possible only with
the agreement of the RMS and moved
an amendment that point (ii) read:

"(ii) the RMSAB become a Special
Interest Group of the AMOS
after I January 1988, subject fo
the agreement of the Royal Me-
teorological Society, and"

This amendment was carried and then
the motion was put, with 36 in favour,
none against and one abstention.

Interaction with the Royal
Meteorological Society

After the AGM, Roger Smith, as
Chairman of the Australian Branch,
wrote to the RMS, advising them of
the establishment of the AMOS and
the plans to continue the Branch as a
Special Interest Group of the AMOS.
This was not approved by the RMS
and Professor Dick Scorer (President
of the RMS) wrote on 3 August 1987
that "Council will have no alternative
but to dissolve the Branch”. He also
noted "As a Branch of the RMS your
funds belong to the Society and reso-
lution (iii} passed at your AGM is out
of order."

Since this suggested that the RMS
would claim all the assets of the Aus-
tralian Branch when it was dissolved,
the Branch Committee immediately
decided to transfer all the assets of the
Branch to the AMOS, in accord with
the wishes of the Branch members ex-
pressed at the AGM (and without the
knowledge of the RMS!).

This possible ill-feeling between the
Australian Branch and the Council of
the RMS did not last and, on 5 Janu-
ary 1988, Professor Dick Scorer wrote
again "The Council congratulate the
Branch on its achievements during the
14 years of its existence and send to
the AMOS the best wishes of all our
Fellows for the future success of the
new Society." In addition, "Council
agreed that the assets of the RMSAB
as they stand at 31 December 1987
should be transferred to AMOS."

The RMS marked the bicentenary of
the establishment of the Australian
colony and the establishment of the
AMOS with a special RMS meeting
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on 16 March 1988 on "Meteorology
and Oceanography of the Southern
Hemisphere”. )

The AMOS

There was a very smooth transition of
members from the Australian Branch
to the AMOS at the beginning of
1988. The Committee of the RMSAB
became the Executive of the AMOS
and regular meetings started in 1988.
Roger Smith became the first Presi-
dent of the AMOS after having been
Chairman of the Australian Branch at
the time of the transition, However,
Roger spent much of 1988 in Germany
and Peter Baines took over as Presi-
dent later that year.

Centres of the AMOS were estab-
lished in Sydney and Melbourne ini-
tially, and subsequently in other re-
gions, The first major conference of
the AMOS was the International Con-
ference on Tropical Meteorology, held
in Brisbane in July 1988 and cospon-
sored by the Chinese Meteorclogical
Society and the American Metecrolog-
ical Society.

The issue of accreditation of profes-
sional members of the Society, which
was a major issue for discussion dur-
ing the transition, has still not been
fully resolved. The category of profes-
sional member, with the name "Fel-
low", still exists in the AMOS Rules (I
believe) but there are no members in
this category.

The new society has achieved its aims
of establishing a national society for
metecrology and oceanography in
Australia and is continuing to grow.



