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ntil the early 1970s, Australian
| | meteorologists and atmo-
spheric scientists had relied
almost totally on the Royal Meteoro-
logical Society (RMS) of the United
Kingdom as their professional body.
No analogous local society existed.
Following an informal December 1971
meeting held at CSIRO’s Division of
Meteorological Physics, however, an
interim committee of Australian RMS
Fellows was formed to explore the
possible establishment of an Austra-
lian Branch, Committee membership
included CSIRO scientists Arch Dyer
(Convener), John Garratt and Kevin
Spillane, with Henry Phillpott of the
Bureau of Meteorology and Uwe
Radok of the University of Mel-
bourne.

In March 1972, a circular was sent to
all ninety Australian Fellows inviting
them Lo sign a statement requesting
that an Australian Branch of the Royal
Meteorological Society be created,
and giving authority to the interim
committee to act on their behalf. The

subsequent response was extremely

encouraging and statements signed by
62 of the Fellows were received.

The move towards a branch reflected
a growing feeling amongst Fellows
that the Society was too UK-centred
and somewhat ill-equipped to repre-
sent the interests and wishes of Aus-
tralian scientists. It was felt that the
new Branch (and, in the distant future,
perhaps an independent society) could
serve as a focus for meetings, the
encouragement of younger scientists,
and could provide effective represen-
tation of meteorological interests to
higher authorities. An incipient repub-
lican movement was underway, copy-
ing, to some extent, the moves made
by the Canadians some years before.

In June 1972, the interim committee
therefore submitted a request to Coun-
cil of the Society that an Australian
Branch of the Royal Meteorological
Society be created. In due course this
was granted and in the 124th report of
the Council, published in the July
1974 issue of the Society’s Quarterly
Journal, is this statement:

‘Council is pleased to record
the establishment of the Aus-
tralian branch of the Society,

which held its inaugural

meeting in December 1973.’
Arch Dyer was the inaupgural chairman
and vice-president for Auvstralia;
Kevin Spillane and John Garratt, hon-
oraty secretary and treasurer, respec-
tively. Bruce Morton was inaugural
vice-chairman. The branch was socon
into its stride, and membership in-
creased rapidly in the first few years to
close to 400. In 1975, it played a
major Tole in the organisation of an
international conference on Climate
Change and Variability — A Southern
Perspective at Monash University.

Where are members of the 1971 in-
terim committeee and inaugural bran-
ch committec today? All but John
Garratt are retired — Arch Dyer lives
on the Mornington Peninsular, south-
east of Melbourne, Kevin Spillanc
lives in Queensland, Henry Phillpot is
in Sydney, and Uwe Radok has work-
ed and lived in Colorado in the USA
for many years. John Garratt works at
the CSIRO Division of Atmospheric
Research. And Bruce Morton, he’s
retired but still active both at Monash
and with AMOS.
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